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Lesson Title: Friendship Functions  
 

Lesson Title:  Friendship Functions  
Approximate Number of Periods:  1, 30-45 minute period 

Grades: 1-4  

Print Materials Needed:  Book: Dneirf by Mike Resh 

Resources: Printable Worksheets from www.mikeresh.com 

--------What is a Friend & Forward Functions Worksheets and Bookmarks  

KUD’s 
Know                               Understand Do 

♦ Key Vocabulary  
 
Dneirf 
Friend 
Forward Functions 
Listen 
Compliment 
Share 
Honest 
Support 
 

♦ Students will learn 
positive social skill 
traits needed to 
obtain and keep 
friendships.   

♦ Students will define 
the meaning of a 
positive friendship.   

 

♦ PA Language Arts: 1.1.8.B.Use context 
clues, knowledge of root words as well 
as a glossary/thesaurus to decode and 
understand specialized vocabulary in 
the content areas during reading. 

♦ PS:A1.5. Identify and express feelings. 
♦ PS:A1.6 Distinguish between 

appropriate and inappropriate 
behaviors. 

♦ PS:A2.1 Recognize that everyone has 
rights and responsibilities. 

♦ PS:A2.2 Respect alternative points of 
view 

♦ PS.A2.6 Use effective communication 
skills 

♦ PS:A2.8 Learn how to make and keep 
friends 

♦  
Assessment Areas 

  
Assessments/Performance Tasks  

Classroom discussion 
Student Responses 
Teacher Observation 
Vocabulary being used by students  
 

 
 
 
 

Stage 3: Learning Activities 
 
1. Pre-test: Write the word Friend on the board or display.  Ask students to talk in small groups about 

what makes a friend a true friend. What qualities are important for friends to have? 
 
2. Explain: Today we will learn about 5 positive traits or functions that are important for all friends 

to show and have.   
 
3. Worksheet Completion:  Pass out “What is a Friend?” worksheet.  Have students work on their 

own or in pairs to brainstorm qualities or characteristics that are important for a friend to have. 
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Have students write a word, phrase, or sentence that begins with each letter in the word Friend.  
Have students share their answers with the class once completed.   

 
4. Read:  Dneirf by Mike Resh  
 
Discuss: Otto has a rough day but learns to turn his behaviors around and use 5 important friendship 
functions.  
   

• What are the 5 different friendship functions he uses to turn his day around?   
• How did he use the 5 friendship functions? 
• How did his friends feel when he acted in these positive ways towards them?  

 
5. Worksheet Completion:  Pass out “Forward Functions” worksheet.  Students can work 

independently or in pairs to complete the worksheet. Students should write their own positive 
example for each of the five forward functions.   Ask students to share their answers with the class. 

 
6. Wrap-up: Encourage students to use as many of the friendship functions learned today in their 

future interactions with their peers.   
 

7. Post-test: Write the word Friend on the board or display.  Ask students to share what makes a 
friend a true friend. What qualities are important for friends to have? 

 
8. Parent Letter Home and Bookmarks: Pass out to each student to take home.  
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Forward Functions of 
Friendships 

 

1. Listen rather than Talk 
 

Example: 
 

 
2. Compliment rather than Insult 

 
Example: 
 

 
3. Share rather than Take 

 
Example: 
 

 
4. Be Honest rather than Lie 

 
Example: 
 

 
5. Support rather than Ignore  

 
Example: 
 

 


